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Writer
" Rabbit™

Builds Early Writing Skills

Children have fun learning early writing and
reading skills at Writer Rabbit’s “Sentence Party.”



Quick Start

With a little help in the beginning, even very young readers can
have fun with Writer Rabbit immediately. Parents or helpers should
spend a few minutes with first-time players and read through the
game instructions on the screen. Players should be encouraged to
press whenever they need help during the program. Once
children learn which keys to press to make things happen in the
games, they’ll be on their own building sentences and creating
stories for hours at a time.

Although there are many ways to change the games, all game
options are preset so you can begin playing right away.
Here’s how:

[ Load the program into your computer. (See page 2.)

O Select Level A (the easiest level) by following the prompts on
the screen.

0 Choose Sentence Hints from the menu of games to learn about
the different sentence parts and about complete sentences.
Then choose “Go to Main Menu.”

O

Select the first game—Ice Cream Game—from the menu.

O

Choose “See how to play” to view the game instructions on
your screen. Then choose “Play the game.” Whenever you
need help in the program, press .

J Refer to the manual for more information on playing the
games, changing game options, and saving and printing
scores and stories.



Writer Rabbit™

For:

O Ages 7-10

Writer Rabbit runs on: With:
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O Apple lle O Color monitor recommended
O Apple lic but not required

Optional:

[0 Dot matrix printer
O UniDisk 35 (for storage)
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Introducing . . .

The Learning Company

Since its beginning in 1980, The Learning Company has been
widely recognized as the leader in educational software. Our
innovative products have won “Software of the Year” awards from
Learning Magazine and Parents’ Choice, “Critics’ Choice” awards
from Family Computing, and earned the coveted approval of the
National Education Association. Developed and evaluated by a
team of educators, program designers, and educational software
specialists, our programs have set the highest industry standards
for educational quality and design excellence. We've combined
imaginative graphics, the best in animation and program design,
and proven educational theory to bring you the finest educational
software available today.
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Introducing . . .

Writer Rabbit

Writer Rabbit is a playful and imaginative educational program that
helps children learn early writing and reading skills. Children
identify sentence parts and construct sentences by playing Writer
Rabbit’s lively party games. When they've learned the basic
building blocks of sentences, players have fun creating their own
amusing nonsense stories to enjoy again and again.

Through a series of six carefully sequenced games, children learn
to recognize simple sentence parts in isolation and in sentences,
and to recognize their order in complete sentences. Players then
identify complete sentences, expand them, and arrange the
sentence parts in the best logical order. They learn one concept at
a time, at their own pace, and use those skills to master new ones.
The last game in the program encourages writing creativity by
allowing players to supply missing parts to a story format. While
the stories may stretch the imagination and tickle the funny bone,
all of them conform to the accepted rules of grammar. Because the
program includes hundreds of phrases, thousands of sentences,
and dozens of different story formats, the games are never the
same twice — ensuring sustained motivation and hours of
stimulating play.

The program features three separate vocabularies for Levels Ato C
and a wide variety of game options for controlling a child’s learning
experience. Designed specifically for parents and teachers, the
option settings include speed, a timer, sound, and the kind and
number of sentence parts used in a game. A chart displays game
scores by skill areas so strengths and weaknesses are easy to
assess. With a complete help facility available at all levels of the
program, and the capability of saving and printing scores and
stories, you’ll find Writer Rabbit a powerful teaching tool that
couldn’t be easier to use.

Combining the best in animation, innovative design, educational
approach, and humor, Writer Rabbit is sure to delight even
reluctant writers of all ages.
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Introducing . . .

The Authors

Leslie Grimm

Meet Leslie Grimm, Ph.D., the coordinator and lead designer of
Writer Rabbit. In addition to this program, she has designed and
programmed other award-winning Learning Company programs,
including Reader Rabbit, Magic Spells, and the highly acclaimed
Robot Odyssey. Having earned degrees from Stanford University
and the University of Washington, Dr. Grimm taught in the class-
room for many years, working with children of all ability levels. She
then turned her talents to designing and programming educational
software—software that was to earn her national acclaim as an
innovator of discovery-based learning programs for children.
Recognized for her creativity, technical expertise, and commitment
to education, Dr. Grimm is the Director of Product Development for
The Learning Company.

Dennis Caswell

Meet Dennis Caswell, the lead programmer and artist of Writer
Rabbit, whose artistic talents and programming skill contributed
to the special effects and whimsical character of the program’s
animation. A long list of achievements in game design precedes
Mr. Caswell’s work on this program, including many popular
action games. With an M.S. degree in Computer Science from
the University of California at Los Angeles and many years
experience programming in assembly and high-level languages,
Mr. Caswell has earned a reputation for innovative design and
program excellence.

Gene Genoar

Meet Gene Genoar, responsible for the design and programming
of Writer Rabbit’s Silly Story Party. Mr. Genoar’s knowledge of
computer languages and operating systems, his programming
ability, and his expertise in creating interactive, real-time graphics
contributed to the performance and visual appeal of the program’s
story writer. Having studied Computer and Information Science at
the University of California at Santa Cruz and earned a certificate
of merit for his design work, Mr. Genoar is a valuable member of
The Learning Company’s design team.
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Introducing . . .

The Authors (continued)

Sid Weber

Meet Sid Weber, the person behind the technical quality of Writer
Rabbit, as well as many other Learning Company products. In
addition to performing exhaustive tests on the program, Mr. Weber
assisted with the programming code and graphics for all three
Writer Rabbit Cake Games. With a B.S. degree from Humbolt State
University and credentials in computer programming, Mr. Weber
has performed quality assurance on product upgrades and conver-
sions for Reader Rabbit, Robot Odyssey, Magic Spells, Rocky’s
Boots, and many other programs. His versatility and mastery of
software testing procedures has assured the technical integrity of
The Learning Company software products for many years.

Shaun Gordon

Meet Shaun Gordon, programmer of the operating system, pnnter
interface, and menu of Writer Rabbit. In addition to providing much
of this program’s user-interface, Mr. Gordon’s other accomplish-
ments include developing the editor for Magic Spells and authoring
a portion of the adventure game in Robot Odyssey. Currently a
student of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science at the
University of California at Berkeley, Mr. Gordon is planning to enter
the field of artificial intelligence.
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a teacher of learning-disabled children and computer specialist
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breaking sentences into seven distinctive sentence parts and tested
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Rabbit program.
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Welcome To Writer Rabbit

Writer Rabbit invites you to join the sentence party! He'’s cooked up
some great party games that will make you an expert sentence
builder and story maker in no time at all. With the help of his fancy
machines, writing sentences couldn’t be easier!

To play the games, you'll need to learn about sentence parts—
phrases that tell who or what did what, when and where, and

how and why. You'll use these parts to put sentences together
and make Writer Rabbit’s machines work. There’s an ice cream
machine, a cake maker, and a juicer that turn carrots into delicious
desserts while you turn sentence parts into complete sentences.

Then join the Silly Story Party and use sentence parts to write
your own stories. You can write funny stories, serious stories, even
out-of-this-world stories. With Writer Rabbit there to cheer you on,
anything can happen! So come on in and join the party!




Getting Started

After the opening picture, a window appears asking you to choose
the level you want for the games or make a backup copy of your
Writer Rabbit disk (see Making a Backup below.) You can make the
window appear sooner by pressing any key. Each level has a
different vocabulary and different game settings (see page 16).
Level A is the easiest level, Level C is the hardest. You can press
to see a description of the levels. When you choose a level,
the main menu will appear — your invitation to join the party!

To load your Writer Rabbit
program:

[ Put the Writer Rabbit disk in
the disk drive, Side 1 up, and
close the door.

0 Turn on your computer.

MAKING A BACKUP

If you are planning to use your Writer Rabbit disk frequently, it is a
good idea to make a backup copy. Since Writer Rabbit takes up
both sides of the disk, you can copy it onto two single-sided blank
disks, or one double-sided blank disk. A double-sided disk will
need to be notched on both sides. Don'’t forget to remove the write
protect tabs. You do not need to format the disk(s). When you’re
ready to make your backup, follow these instructions carefully.
You will only be allowed to make one copy!

O Put your Writer Rabbit disk in the disk drive, side 1 up, and
close the door.

Turn on your computer.

When the “SELECT LEVEL’ menu appears, press

for backup.

If you're sure you're ready, press [RETURN], otherwise you
can press and make the backup later.

Follow the prompts on the screen very carefully to make
the backup.

When the copy is made, verify that it works, and put it in a
safe place.

O O 0O Og



CHOOSING A GAME OR PROGRAM OPTION

Writer Rabbit contains six games,
a Sentence Hints tutorial, and YOU'RE INVITED?
Special Features for changing Ut
the game settings and working B o
with scores and stories. If this is
the first time you’ve played Writer
Rabbit, choose Sentence Hints
first to learn all about sentence
parts and complete sentences.
Then play the games in order.

To choose a game or option:

O Use the ARROW KEYS to move the highlight bar to the one
you want.

[=]or[1] moves the bar down.
or moves the bar up.
O Press [SPACE BAR| to pick the game or option.

When you select a game, you may be asked to turn your disk over.
Side 1 contains the first five games; Side 2 contains the Silly Story
Party game. Just follow the prompt on the screen to load the game
you want.

To find out more about the games and options, press .Ahelp
window will appear on top of the main menu. Follow the prompts
on the screen to see the next help window or to return to the
main menu.



ICE CREAM GAME

Operate an ice cream machine by
reading and identifying a sentence part.

CAKE GAME 1

Work a cake making machine
by finding a sentence part inside
a sentence.

CAKE GAME 2

Find a sentence part inside a sentence
by choosing one word at a time.

CAKE GAME 3

Tell the order of the sentence parts
in a sentence and become a master
cake maker!

JUICE GAME

Run the juicer machine by deciding if a
group of words is a complete sentence,
adding words to the sentence, and
choosing the best order of sentence
parts in a sentence.

SILLY STORY PARTY

Create your own silly stories by adding
missing sentence parts.

SENTENCE HINTS

Find out about all the different sentence
parts and which ones make a complete
sentence. Come here first before playing
any of the games.

SPECIAL FEATURES

Change the games by setting the speed,
timer, sound, reading level, and the sen-
tence parts to use in a game. You can also
view, save, clear, and load scores and print
scores and saved stories. (Note: You can
also change the timer and sound settings
during a game, choose the sentence parts
for the Ice Cream Game from the game
itself, and print or save stories from the
Silly Story Party.)

+Q

SRS/

% HH %

WHO? WHAT?

FERATURES MENU

Use the ARROW KEYS to
move. Then press the
SPRCE BAR to pick.

p
Scores
Printing

Go to Main Menu.




USING THE SPECIAL KEYS

You can use these keys from anywhere in the program. You'll
find them listed at the end of every help section. See page 26 for
a complete list of all the keys used in Writer Rabbit.

returns you to the previous menu or screen.
CONTROL] - [S]  turns the sound on or off.
CONTROL] - turns the timer on or off.
gives you help or hints.
GETTING HELP

You can get help at any time from anywhere in the program by
pressing . A help window will appear that explains a game,
menu, or game option; describes a sentence part; or gives you
a hint, depending on where you are in the program.

Some help messages take up more than one window. Follow the
prompts on the screen to go to the next window or press to
go back to the game or menu where you started.

Use the help windows often, especially if you are a new player.
They’re free and can help you become a better player.

BEFORE PLAYING THE GAMES .

Choose “Sentence Hints” from ool ntin
the main menu to find out what | move Ihen press the
you need to know about sentence iR
parts and complete sentences to -t
play the games. You'll see a oY
menu listing seven sentence parts : senTeNCEs

Go to main menu.

and an option for sentences. Use
the ARROW KEYS to move the _
bar down the list, one at a time, and press for each
option. An explanation with examples will be displayed for each
sentence part and for complete sentences.

A description of each sentence part in Writer Rabbit is included on
page 27. You might want to keep this list near the computer to refer
to while playing the games. Or, you can press any time you
need help during a game.




]
The Games

When you choose a game from the main menu, you’ll see the
machine you’ll be using in the game. After a short pause the game
menu will appear in a window. (You can make the game menu
appear sooner by pressing any key after the machine appears.)

All the games have these three options (and some have more):

O Play the game or Write! (in Silly Story Party) starts the game.

[0 See how to play gives you instructions on playing the game.

O Go to Main Menu lets you leave the game and return to the
main menu.

To choose an option and to make selections while playing the
games use the ARROW KEYS to highlight your choice and press

| SPACE BAR| to select it.

If the game timer is turned on, you will hear it ticking away during
a game. The timer bar below Writer Rabbit will get shorter and
shorter. You'll need to work fast and give your answer before the
timer bar disappears and your time is up.

SCOREBOARD AND CERTIFICATES

When you finish any of the games,
except the Silly Story Party, you

will have a chance to see your "{;‘f;‘.f‘tj’m ff
score and print an award certi- : e

ficate. Your score is the number | i i
of carrots you used to make ice "
cream, cake, or juice in all the
games you‘ve played so far. The
scoreboard shows how many correct answers you had in the last
game you played, and gives the total for all the previous games.

From the scoreboard, you can print out an award certificate that
shows the number of carrots you’ve won. To print a certificate,
select “Print your certificate” from the scoreboard that appears
when you finish a game. Type your name and the date when you
see the prompts. See page 20 for printing instructions.

You can also choose to play the game again from the scoreboard.
If you choose to go on, the next game will have a whole new set of
sentence parts and/or sentences. Carrots will accumulate from
game to game. 6



ICE CREAM GAME

Join the fun at the ice cream machine where the party begins!
To play the game, you need to tell what kind of sentence part is
shown at the top of Writer Rabbit’s ice cream machine. When
your answer is right, the machine turns carrots into scoops of
ice cream!

Before playing the game, you can choose which sentence parts
you want to use in the game. The parts with the check marks
beside them have already been chosen. To choose other parts,

move the highlight bar to the sentence part you want and press
. A check mark will appear beside that part. To
remove a sentence part from the game, move the bar to that part
and press . The check mark will disappear. Choose
as many parts as you want for a game (you need at least two). The
more you choose, the more challenging the game will be!

First choose “See how to play”
from the game menu and read g =
the game instructions. Then ity

DID WHAT

when you’re ready, choose “Play = D -

the game” to start the game. A

To play the game:

[0 Read the sentence part at the top of the machine and decide
what kind of part it is.

[0 Select that sentence part inside the machine.

O If the first sentence part you picked is correct, you'll see three
carrots slide into the machine and come out as three scoops of
ice cream. The carrot counter on the machine will count out the
carrots you used. Then a new sentence part will appear at the
top of the machine.

0 When you'’ve played with five different sentence parts, you'll get
to see the scoreboard. How did you do?

If your first or second answer isn’t right, one of the carrots will
disappear and a hint will scroll across the screen. If your third
answer isn't right, you'll get to see the answer and can try again on
a new sentence part. Don’t worry if some of your ice cream cones
are empty or have only one or two scoops. Writer Rabbit has a lot
more carrots for making ice cream!

7



THE CAKE GAMES

If you've never made carrot cake before, now is your chance! All
you need to do is find sentence parts in sentences to turn carrots
into party cakes.

If you are a beginning cake maker, play the three Cake Games
in order. The first one is the easiest game; the others are
more difficult.

First choose “See how to play” from the game menu and read the
game instructions. Then choose “Play the game” when you're
ready to play.

To play Cake Game 1: J——

0 Read the sentence part T coot cowboy 1
in the sign at the top of
the machine. II -

[0 Select that sentence part in P o
the sentence below. el B3

O If you find the right sentence =8 g
part, you'll watch three carrots Lo @

glide through the machine _
and a triple-decker cake pop out. The carrot counter will count
out the number of carrots you used. Then a new sentence part
and sentence will appear inside the machine.

0 When you'’ve found sentence parts in five different sentences,
you’ll get to see your score.

If your first or second answer isn’t right, one of the carrots will
disappear and a hint will scroll across the screen. If your third
answer isn’t right, you’ll get to see the answer and have a chance
to find a new sentence part. If some of your cakes are single or
double-deckers, or even if your plate is empty, you'll still have Writer
Rabbit to cheer you on! Everyone gets another chance.



To play Cake Game 2:

O Read the sentence part
in the sign at the top of
the machine.

O Find that sentence part in
the sentence below by
moving the highlight bar to
any word in the part. Press
m to underline '
that word. If the word you picked is not one of those in the
sentence part, you'll get a hint when you press [SPACE BAR].
Move the bar to each word in the part, pressing
each time to underline it. When all the words in the part are
underlined, press [RETURN]. (NOTE: Use to
underline words; [RETURN] to select them.)

I If you find all the words in the sentence part the first time you
press , three carrots will slip into the machine and
come out as a triple-decker cake. The carrot counter will count
out the number of carrots you used. Then a new sentence part
and sentence will appear inside the machine.

0 When you'’ve found sentence parts in five different sentences,
take a look at your score.

If you did not find all the words in the sentence part on your first or
second try, one of the carrots will disappear and a hint will scroll
across the screen. If your third answer isn’t right, you’ll get to see
the answer and have a chance to find a new sentence part. Don'’t
worry if all your cakes aren't triple-deckers. Writer Rabbit is always
ready for another game.



To play Cake Game 3:

[0 Read the sentence inside the machine. The sentence parts are
separated by dots. Then look at the order of the sentence parts
in the three choices on the scroll.

O Select the choice on the scroll that shows the order of the
sentence parts in the sentence.

O If you find the right order of the sentence parts, the machine
will take three carrots and make a triple-decker cake. The
carrot counter will count out the number of carrots you used.
Then a new sentence and three new choices will appear in
the machine.

0 When you'’ve found the order of sentence parts in five different
sentences, you'll see the scoreboard.

,
If your first or second answer f time travoler .. got ¥
isn’t right, one of the carrots will B e e e

disappear and a hint will scroll
across the screen. If your third
answer isn't right, you'll get to

see the answer and can try A] Mo, before blastort s

a2 "WHEN." It doesn't

again with a new sentence. = SN




JUICE GAME
Help Writer Rabbit run the juicer et matir oF cight siiock. ]

machine by first deciding
whether a group of words is a
complete sentence. Then add a
sentence part and pick the best
order of the parts to make a com-
plete sentence. Each correct
answer is worth one glass of
fresh carrot juice!

First choose “See how to play” from the game menu and read the
game instructions. When you’re ready to start the game, choose
“Play the game.”

To play the game:

(]
O
O

a

O
d

O

Read the group of words at the top of the machine. Is it a
complete sentence?

Select Yes or No.

If your answer is right, you'll see Writer Rabbit’s pal bring up a
carrot from the kitchen to make your first glass of juice. Then a
new question and a list of sentence parts will appear.

Select a sentence part you can add to the first group of words.
If two sentence parts would work in the sentence, choose
either one.

If your answer is right, another carrot will be delivered to make
a second glass of juice. Then a new question will appear with
three groups of words.

Select the group of words that makes the best sentence.

If your answer is right, another carrot will appear for your third
glass of juice.

When you'’ve answered five sets of three questions, check your
total score on the scoreboard.

If you miss the first question, you’ll get to see the answer and go
on to the next question. If you miss the second or third question,
you'’ll get hints twice and then the answer. Whenever you miss a
question, a carrot disappears and the glass remains empty. Just
try again and don't let all those carrots go to waste!
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SILLY STORY PARTY

If you've played all the games so far, you know a lot about sentence
parts and how to make sentences. Now you can use what you
know to write your own short stories — the sillier the better! In this
game, you choose the sentence parts you want for your story. You
can pick parts from a list or write in ones you make up yourself.
Use your imagination. And have fun! That’s what parties are for!

This game can be played two
ways: You can see the story while
you choose the missing sentence : ;

parts, or you can hide the story. If move: Then pick with the.

you hide the story, you won't see bt AN R
it until after you picked all the B .
sentence parts. Move the ) 56 1p:Malp, o
highlight bar to the option you 7 e e o,

want on the game menu if no

check mark appears beside it.
Then press | SPACE BAR| to
make the check mark appear.

You can let the computer pick a story for you, or you can choose
your own. To let the computer pick, just select “Write!” from the
game menu. To choose your own, select “Pick a Story or Letter.”
Then you will see a list of Stories and Letters. Use the chart below
to help you select a story set. Then load a story by choosing a
story title from the list that appears. When the story is loaded,
choose “Write!”

Number of Missing
Description Sentence Parts
Short Story 2nd grade vocabulary upto8
Medium Story 3rd grade vocabulary 8-11
Long Story 4th grade vocabulary 10 and up
Letters and Things Letters, notices, reports and 5 and up
other useful forms

Before you write your first story, choose “See how to play” from the
game menu and read the game instructions.

12




To play the game:
O Choose one of the sentence

§ three bowls of mush. The

parts at the bottom of the first one tasted like

- The
second one tasted like
The

screen, or choose “Type your
own” to enter words of your
own. You can also just begin P st e beas. The tiret was
typing to choose your own.

O If you chose a sentence part, m
you'll see it appear in the i el haged
blank in the story above
Writer Rabbit unless the story is hidden. If you type your own,
type the same kind of sentence part as the ones in the list. To
erase a mistake or capitalize a letter, see Special Keys on page
26. What you type will appear in the story unless the story is
hidden. When you are done typing, press[RETURN].

[0 When you add a sentence part to the story, another list of parts
will appear. Continue choosing or typing sentence parts until
the story is finished. Then read your story.

When you’re done reading your story, a second game menu will
appear with the following options. Select the option you want.

0 Go on returns you to the first game menu. The story you just
finished will be erased unless you save it (see below).

[0 Play this story again lets you play the game again with the
same story. But this time, you'll get a whole new set of sentence
parts to choose from.

[J Read this story again gives you a second look at your story.

[ Print this story lets you print out a typed copy of your story to
show to family and friends. See page 20 for instructions.

[0 Save this story lets you save the story on a storage disk so you
can print it later from Special Features. See the instructions
below.

Third was just right so she

Saving Stories

Before saving a story, make sure you have a blank or reusable disk
to use as a storage disk. To make a storage disk, see below.
To save a story:

[J Type in a name for your story, up to 15 characters. To erase a
mistake, see Special Keys on page 26.

O Follow the prompts on the screen if you need to create a
storage disk.

O Insert your Writer Rabbit storage disk in the drive and press
RETURN| to save your story.

13



Special Game Features

When you choose “Special Features” from the main menu, you’ll
see a menu of options that lets you change certain game settings;
view, save, clear, and load game scores; and print current scores,
saved scores, and saved stories created in the Silly Story Party.

For your convenience, some of these features are available in other
parts of the program as well. The Special Features menu includes
the following options:

0 Game Options lets you set

the timer, speed, sound, kind “FEATURES MEND

of sentence parts used in the e the BRAOW KEYS 1o
Ice Cream Game, the reading SPACE BAR o pick.
level of the games, and the :
number of sentence parts Prmting

used in a sentence. You can Go to Main Menu.

also choose whether or not to
use WHY and HOW parts in
the Cake and Juice Games.

O Scores gives you a menu with options for viewing individual
game scores or a summary of scores, and for saving, clearing,
and loading scores.

O Printing allows you to print the scores in memory, print saved
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